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IT’S SEVERE WEATHER SEASON
Take time during the nice weather to prepare for dangerous weather
Sycamore, IL. April 13, 2016 - With nice weather finally approaching the area, the Sycamore Fire
Department would like to remind residents to take a few minutes out of the day to prepare for severe
weather. Severe weather can include thunderstorms, strong winds, hail, tornadoes and flash flooding.
Often times, severe weather can take out electricity in our homes, so being ready before the storm hits
can be beneficial.
All thunderstorms are dangerous. Every thunderstorm produces lightning. While lightning fatalities have
decreased over the past 30 years, lightning continues to be one of the top three storm-related killers in
the United States. On average in the U.S., lightning kills 51 people and injures hundreds more. Although
most lightning victims survive, people struck by lightning often report a variety of long-term, debilitating
symptoms. If thunderstorm and lightning are occurring in your area, you should:












Use your battery-operated NOAA Weather Radio for updates from local officials.
Avoid contact with corded phones and devices including those plugged into electric for
recharging. Cordless and wireless phones not connected to wall outlets are OK to use.
Avoid contact with electrical equipment or cords. Unplug appliances and other electrical items
such as computers and turn off air conditioners. Power surges from lightning can cause serious
damage.
Avoid contact with plumbing. Do not wash your hands, do not take a shower, do not wash
dishes, and do not do laundry. Plumbing and bathroom fixtures can conduct electricity.
Stay away from windows and doors, and stay off porches.
Do not lie on concrete floors and do not lean against concrete walls.
Avoid natural lightning rods such as a tall, isolated tree in an open area.
Avoid hilltops, open fields or a boat on the water.
Take shelter in a sturdy building. Avoid isolated sheds or other small structures in open areas.
Avoid contact with anything metal—tractors, farm equipment, motorcycles, golf carts, golf
clubs, and bicycles.

Other associated dangers of thunderstorms include tornadoes.
Tornadoes are nature’s most violent storms. Spawned from powerful thunderstorms, tornadoes can
cause fatalities and devastate a neighborhood in seconds. A tornado appears as a rotating, funnelshaped cloud that extends from a thunderstorm to the ground with whirling winds that can reach 300
miles per hour. Damage paths can be in excess of one mile wide and 50 miles long. Every state is at
some risk from this hazard. Some tornadoes are clearly visible, while rain or nearby low-hanging clouds
obscure others. Occasionally, tornadoes develop so rapidly that little, if any, advance warning is
possible. Before a tornado hits, the wind may die down and the air may become very still. A cloud of
debris can mark the location of a tornado even if a funnel is not visible. Tornadoes generally occur near
the trailing edge of a thunderstorm. It is not uncommon to see clear, sunlit skies behind a tornado. If
you are in an area and the local tornado sirens are activated:







Go to a pre-designated area such as a safe room, basement, storm cellar, or the lowest building
level. If there is no basement, go to the center of a small interior room on the lowest level
(closet, interior hallway) away from corners, windows, doors, and outside walls. Put as many
walls as possible between you and the outside. Get under a sturdy table and use your arms to
protect your head and neck.
In a high-rise building, go to a small interior room or hallway on the lowest floor possible.
Put on sturdy shoes.
Do not open windows.
Do not get under an overpass or bridge. You are safer in a low, flat location.




Never try to outrun a tornado in urban or congested areas in a car or truck. Instead, leave the
vehicle immediately for safe shelter.
Watch out for flying debris. Flying debris from tornadoes causes most fatalities and injuries.

For more information on severe weather, please contact the Sycamore Fire Department at (815) 8954514, or visit us on Facebook at City of Sycamore Fire Department for occasional postings.

